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FALL
COMMENCEMENT

Nine o'clock in the morning and 
two o'clock in the afternoon 
Friday, December 13, 2024 

Hooper Eblen Center

Welcome to the Fall Commencement ceremony of 
Tennessee Technological University's 2024-2025 academic 
year.   Commencement is the most important ceremony in
the life of Tennessee Tech University.  

The entire Tennessee Tech community extends cordial 
greetings to parents, spouses, relatives and friends 
gathered here for this significant ceremony. We celebrate 
the success of our graduates, who have spent years of study 
to earn a Tennessee Technological University degree.  

For our undergraduate and graduate students, today's 
ceremonies recognize their academic achievements 
at Tennessee Tech and inaugurate a new era in their 
careers. A single theme unites us all today  — the joy of 
accomplishment!

9:00 A.M. CEREMONY
College of Graduate Studies

College of Agriculture & Human Ecology
College of Business

College of Engineering
College of Fine Arts

2:00 P.M. CEREMONY
College of Graduate Studies 

College of Arts & Sciences
College of Education College of 

Interdisciplinary Studies
Whitson-Hester School of Nursing

IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY

If at any time during the program an emergency arises in which the building needs to be evacuated, guests seated 
on the floor should exit through the tunnel and cross the street to the parking lot. Those seated in the remainder 
of the arena should exit to the top of the concourse, vacate the building by the nearest door and proceed to any 
adjacent parking lot to allow for entrance of emergency vehicles. 

In case of severe weather, everyone should move to the tunnel area and areas leading off the tunnel. Please 
remember that in any emergency situation, patience and orderliness are the keys to a safe evacuation.



THE COLLEGES, SCHOOLS 
AND PROGRAMS

Chartered in 1915, Tennessee Tech opened its doors to students in 1916. Its academic programs 
began with basic humanities and sciences as foundation courses for three major areas of study: 
agriculture, home economics and mechanical arts. The next year, students could enroll in business 
as a major course of study as well. By 1918, military training had been added to the curriculum.  

In 1938, all the major fields of study, as well as the foundation classes, were reorganized into 
two main divisions – arts and sciences and professional and technical subjects—housing 11 
departments. Divisions were quickly renamed "schools" and, in 1949, the expansion of the 
curriculum had blossomed into five schools consisting of 24 departments.

Most of today's academic programs have their roots in one of those five schools, which were 
redesignated "colleges" when Tennessee Tech achieved university status in 1965. 

Relative newcomers to Tennessee Tech academics include the Department of Military Science 
(1950), the Graduate School (1958), the School of Nursing (1980), the School of Interdisciplinary 
Studies and Extended Education (2001), the College of Interdisciplinary Studies (2012) which 
merged the freshly minted School of Professional Studies and School of Environmental Studies, 
and the new College of Fine Arts (2017).

Most degree programs at Tennessee Tech today are housed in eight colleges and one school; 
special programs include three centers of excellence, Honors, the Millard Oakley STEM Center 
and the Department of Military Science/Army Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC).

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE AND HUMAN ECOLOGY
In 1916, agriculture and home economics were among the three disciplines considered the 
heart of  Tennessee Tech's academic mission. Along with mechanical arts, agriculture and home 
economics prepared "mountain boys and girls ... for the study and solution of the problems 
arising out of rural community life." Today's College of Agriculture and Human Ecology reaches 
far beyond rural life, with coursework honing entrepreneurial, management and leadership skills 
in agritourism, food production and safety, dietetics, families, farming, pre-veterinary science, 
and design and merchandising. 

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
Then as now, the College of Arts and Sciences houses the foundation courses for all Tennessee Tech 
majors. Many of the same courses offered in 1916 – English, history, mathematics and sciences – 
quickly grew into entire departments, and by 1949, all of today's programs but earth sciences had 
reached department status. Today's College of Arts and Sciences is a thriving academic unit of 
more than 20 areas of study, with students and faculty in each discipline pursuing advanced study 
and research – and supporting the academic experience for all majors, regardless of discipline.



COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Students in 1916 could enroll in only one business course, which taught students bookkeeping, 
business methods, typewriting and shorthand; in 1917, business had become the fourth "school" – 
or major vocational subject – at Tennessee Tech. By 1949, it had expanded to include departments 
of accounting, business and industrial management, and business education. Today's students 
study to become leaders through programs in business management, marketing, international 
business and cultures, finance, economics, accounting, business information technology, the 
masters in business administration and the master of accountancy. They not only study business 
but gain experience in practice through internships, student managed investment funds and 
competitions.

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
All students enrolled in undergraduate studies from 1916 on were being groomed to be teachers, 
but it wasn't until 1938 that teacher training was recognized as its own department. By 1949, 
education was named a school, encompassing general education and health and physical 
education. All students took "practice teaching" in their last term. Today's College of Education, the 
second of Tennessee Tech's units to develop doctoral studies, is a diverse unit, home to programs 
ranging from elementary and secondary teacher licensure to exercise science.

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
Called "mechanical arts" in 1916, engineering was one of three original majors at Tennessee Tech; 
students took courses in blacksmithing, machine assembly and drafting. The first degrees were 
awarded in 1937, when two civil engineering students and three general engineering students 
graduated. In 1968, engineering was the first academic unit on campus to develop a doctoral 
program. Today's College of Engineering awards more than 400 degrees annually in seven 
disciplines that defined Tennessee Tech as the state's only technological university.

COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS
Created in 2017, the College of Fine Arts contains nationally accredited undergraduate degree 
programs in art, design, fine craft, music performance and music education, which are all offered 
in state-of-the-art facilities, including craft studios, art education labs, concert and recital halls. 
The college's renowned faculty members are dedicated to hands-on, experiential learning and 
providing students exposure to a wide variety of fine arts professionals in the field. The college 
consists of the School of Art, Craft and Design and the School of Music.

COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES
A major hurdle Tennessee Tech had to cross before reaching university status was developing a 
graduate studies program, which required more research facilities and more faculty with doctoral 
degrees. In the 1950s, the administration made a major push in that direction, establishing 
graduate studies in 1958. Most graduate degrees were in education; by the early 1970s, the 
first Ph.D.'s in engineering were awarded. Today's College of Graduate Studies administers 
doctoral programs in engineering, education, nursing practice, counseling and supervision and 
environmental sciences, as well as master's and specialist's degrees.



COLLEGE OF INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
One of the newest academic units, interdisciplinary studies moved Tennessee Tech into the 
state's online degree program in 2001, opened the door to custom-degree offerings for students 
interested in specialized studies not already offered by another academic unit on campus, and 
pioneered remote learning site coursework for distant Tennessee counties. Today's College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies houses the School of Interdisciplinary Studies, the School of Professional 
Studies and the School of Environmental Studies which blends technology with the sciences, 
engineering and humanities.

WHITSON-HESTER SCHOOL OF NURSING
In 1916, Tennessee Tech home economics majors learned the basics of caring for the sick and 
elderly in the home, where the vast majority of nursing took place. In 1980, the School of Nursing 
opened at Tennessee Tech, offering baccalaureate-level degrees to women and men with an 
associate's degree who were already licensed as registered nurses, as well as to students interested 
in a four-year university degree. Today's School of Nursing is piloting an accelerated program for 
professionals in other fields who have decided to switch careers and is collaborating with another 
institution on a joint doctoral program in nursing.

DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY SCIENCE/ARMY RESERVE
OFFICER TRAINING CORPS (ROTC)
During World War I, a predecessor of today's Army ROTC formed at Tennessee Tech in 1917. The 
Department of Military Science originated at Tennessee Tech in 1950 when a senior division of 
Army ROTC began operation. From 1956 to 1972, all male students conducted mandatory military 
training in their freshman and sophomore years. In 1973, military studies opened to both men 
and women. Today's Army ROTC is a dynamic elective curriculum that transforms students into 
leaders, culminating in an Army officer commission at graduation.



A BRIEF HISTORY

 In its first century, Tennessee Tech grew from a small rural school for a few hundred high 
school and junior college students to a doctoral-granting university with more than 10,000 
undergraduate and graduate students, and research and teaching connections throughout the 
U.S. and abroad.

 Chartered in 1915 as Tennessee Polytechnic Institute, "Tech" opened its doors to students in 
September 1916. The small campus was an outgrowth of a privately owned church school, the 
University of Dixie, which was chartered in 1909 by a group of local business and religious leaders. 
Dixie College, as it was commonly known, suffered the fate of many small schools hampered by 
lack of funding and closed after only a few years. 

 Its founders, intent on offering education beyond the eighth grade to local boys and girls, 
negotiated an arrangement with state and local educators to create a new public school in 
Cookeville that would bridge the gap between the lower grades and undergraduate studies. 
The land and single building of Dixie College were deeded to the state and, with the pledge of 
funding from Putnam County, Cookeville and the state of Tennessee, re-emerged as Tennessee 
Polytechnic Institute (TPI). Between March of 1915 and September of 1916, two residence halls 
were built and a president, faculty and staff were hired. Enrollment during the first academic 
year, 1916-1917, was 362; students were taught by 15 faculty members, including the president.

 Growth was not quick, but it was steady. High school curricula were phased out beginning 
in the 1920s; by 1929, the state approved a complete college program, and the first class of four-
year students graduated with baccalaureate degrees that June. Instructional programs were 
reorganized into the divisions of arts and sciences and professional and technical subjects in 
1938. Nine years later, those divisions were renamed "Schools" and by 1949, the schools had grown 
to five: agriculture and home economics, arts and sciences, business administration, education 
and engineering. Military Science was added in 1950, and the Graduate School program began 
in 1958. 

 In 1965, on its 50th anniversary, TPI gained university status and was renamed Tennessee 
Technological University; its existing schools were designated "colleges." More programs began: 
the School of Nursing in 1980 and the School of Interdisciplinary Studies and Extended Education 
in 2001. By 2012, interdisciplinary studies had merged with new schools of professional studies 
and environmental sciences to become the College of Interdisciplinary Studies. The College of 
Fine Arts was established in 2017.

 Today's students are taught by more than 400 faculty housed in eight colleges, one school 
and three centers of excellence. Programs of study are accredited by national agencies. A maturing 
advancement division ensures that university operations are not limited by annual state funding 
allocations. Today's administration has charted a course with as much, if not more, resolve and 
determination as its forbears displayed more than 100 years ago.



THE PRESIDENTS

Thomas Alva Early....................................................................................................................1916-1920
Quentin Miller Smith...............................................................................................................1920-1938
Austin Wheeler Smith, Jr. (interim).........................................................................1926-1927, Fall 1940
James Millard Smith.................................................................................................................1938-1940
William Everett Derryberry.....................................................................................................1940-1974
Arliss Lloyd Roaden...................................................................................................................1974-1985
Wallace Samuel Prescott.........................................................................................................1985-1987
Angelo Anthony Volpe............................................................................................................1987-2000    
Robert R. Bell..........................................................................................................................2000-2012
Philip B. Oldham................................................................................................................2012-present

FORMAL ELEMENTS OF THE 
COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY

 The commencement of a program of academic study in higher education is a formal 
recognition of this exceptional achievement. Many of the traditions date back to medieval times, 
evidence that higher learning has been revered in most civilizations during two millennia. 

REGALIA

 Academic ceremonial garments and ornaments, or regalia, have evolved from the attire of 
students and monks in medieval churches, the greatest centers of learning in the Western world. 
Caps, hoods and gowns are symbolic of scholarly devotion and the decisive role of education in 
the development of civilization.

 In time, academicians began to adopt symbols unique to their individual universities–much 
like the medieval system of classic heraldry, in which chivalric orders were identified by coats of 
arms, ornamental trappings and colorful patterns. The design of gowns, caps and hoods symbolize 
the institution, field of learning and type of degree earned.

 While black is the customary color of robes, caps and gowns, some universities have chosen 
distinctive colors for the attire. Tennessee Tech adopted its school colors for the regalia beginning 
with the centennial academic year, 2015-2016. Gowns and mortarboards are purple with gold 
insignia and tassels.



THE CEREMONIAL MACE

 Modeled after royal staffs carried by messengers and soldiers, the mace was adopted as 
an academic symbol by universities in the Middle Ages. Usually carried by a faculty marshal at 
the head of the processional, the mace represents academic dignity and the authority of the 
university to confer degrees.

 The Tennessee Tech mace was designed and made by a former director of the university's 
Appalachian Center for Craft, Alf Ward, an accomplished silversmith. Constructed of sterling 
silver and gold and purple heart, the mace is 45 inches in length. Its wooden blade-like stem 
is overlaid with engraved silver and embossed with gold floral decoration. The stem contains 
pierced and embossed golden eagles and supports an engraved silver cup. The cup has two gold 
discs symbolizing the heraldic devices of the university and is covered by a gold grill capped with 
a golden eagle.



THE PRESIDENTIAL MEDALLION

 A medallion or seal of office, once used to mark documents as official, is now considered 
a mark of authority. Tennessee Tech's presidential medallion was designed by then-President 
Everett Derryberry and sculptor Hans Prehn.

 The medallion or silver disc is inscribed with the name of the university, its charter date, 
1915, a "T" representing Tennessee Tech, the book of knowledge, the lamp of learning and an 
outline of the state of Tennessee with a star indicating the geographical position of Cookeville 
and the university. On the reverse side is a golden eagle and the date 1965, the year Tennessee 
Tech reached university status. Small silver plates bear the names of past presidents, while the 
name of the current president is engraved on a larger plate over the medallion. 

THE TECH HYMN

 Joan Derryberry, a concert pianist and member of the music faculty, composed the Tennessee 
Tech Hymn in 1943, just three years into her time here as first lady.

 The song illustrates the beauty of the campus and its setting and is a pledge of loyalty, 
love and service from students, faculty and staff. It is sung at large gatherings of the university, 
including commencements, convocations and ball games. The music appears on the back of this 
program.

THE TECH FLAG

 Another first lady, Gloria Bell, designed the Tennessee Tech flag in 2003 in honor of the 
university's most familiar and long-standing traditions. The three main elements of the flag 
represent the university's historic and idyllic characteristics, as well as reputation for quality.

 The magnificent golden eagle, with wings outstretched, depicts the pride, honor, strength 
and spirit of students, faculty and staff. The column of gold represents the pillar of knowledge, 
intellect and experience—all qualities of the university's prestigious academics. A base of majestic 
purple represents the strong foundation of character, commitment and endurance indicative of 
the university culture. 

STUDENT VETERANS

 Tennessee Tech University recognizes veterans and current military members for their 
service to our country and their excellence in higher education. The red, white and blue cords, 
worn voluntarily by a select few, represent their veteran status while pursuing their educational 
goals.

 Tennessee Tech proudly honors these student-veterans by presenting them with these cords 
to signify their achievement on this day.



THE COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM 
DECEMBER 13, 2024 

9:00 A.M. CEREMONY

Presiding ........................................................................................................... Dr. Philip B. Oldham 
President 

Invocation ..............................................................................................................Dr. Robert Owens 
Senior Executive for Access, Belonging & Community Outreach

National Anthem, "The Star Spangled Banner"  ................ Francis Scott Key, John Stafford Smith 
Performed by Tennessee Tech Music Student Faith Manganaro, 

accompanied by faculty member Joshua Davis

Address to Graduates .......................................................................................... President Oldham

Special Greeting ..........................................................................................................Kelsey Hewitt 
Student Government Association President 

Special Message ............................................................................................. Tyler and Anna Dunn 
Alumni, Accounting 2012 and Psychology 2011

Special Address .............................................................................................................Ashraf Islam 
Alumnus, Civil Engineering 1968

Recognition of Faculty ........................................................................................ President Oldham

Recognition of Graduates’ Families .................................................................... President Oldham

Presentation of Academic Deans ................................................................................Dr. Lori Bruce 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Conferring of Degrees ......................................................................................... President Oldham

“The Tennessee Tech Hymn” ...................................................................................Joan Derryberry 
Performed by Tennessee Tech Music Student Riley Keegan, 

accompanied by faculty member Joshua Davis

Closing Remarks .................................................................................................. President Oldham

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees

College of Graduate Studies ......................................................................... Dean Julie Baker 
College of Agriculture & Human Ecology ............................................... Dean Darron Smith 
College of Business ........................................................................................Dean Tom Payne 
College of Engineering .............................................................................. Dean Joseph Slater 
College of Fine Arts ................................................................................. Dean Jennifer Shank



DEGREE CANDIDATES
FALL 2024

Because of circumstances which require that the list of names be furnished to the printer in final 
form approximately seven days prior to Commencement, it is possible that one or more of the 
candidates listed may have been unable to complete all requirements for the degree or may have 
elected voluntarily to register for additional work and to graduate at a subsequent ceremony. The 
change does not necessarily imply that a student has failed nor does it commit the university 
to grant a diploma to a person thus listed in error. Also, students listed with one or more honors 
distinctions are candidates for the honor(s) at the time the program is provided to the printer, 
and may not complete the requirements to be awarded the distinction.

Graduates are grouped by college. Individual names will be called by order seated, not in 
alphabetical order.

COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREES
Abayomi Isaac Adeleke, Engineering 

Dissertation Title: “Exploring Nanoscale Interactions 
and Magnetic Field Effects in Polyacrylamide Gel 
Nanocomposite Structures”
Advisor: Dr. Pedro Arce 

Ahmed Talaat Eltoukhy Elsayed Ahmed, 
Engineering #

Dissertation Title: “Investigating Robust 
Reinforcement Learning Models for Securing Smart 
Grids”
Advisor: Dr. Mohamed Mahmoud 

Wesam Abdelrahman Mohammad Al Amiri, 
Engineering #

Dissertation Title: “Sensing by Reusing 
Communication Waveforms in Integrated Sensing and 
Communication”
Advisors: Dr. Allen MacKenzie & Dr. Terry Guo 

Mohammad Alshaikh Ali, Engineering 
Dissertation Title: “Development of Novel Additive 
Manufacturing - Assisted Metal Casting: Lost-PLA 
Process”
Advisor: Dr. Ismail Fidan 

Atef Hussein Tawfik Elsayed Bondok, Engineering #
Dissertation Title: “Towards Secure Federated 
Learning Against Adversarial Attacks in Smart Grids”
Advisor: Dr. Mohamed Mahmoud 

Ty Allen Hagan, Engineering 
Dissertation Title: “Thermocavitation Over an Ice 
Interface”
Advisor: Dr. Rory Roberts 

Anfal Azad Haris, Engineering 
Dissertation Title: “Hydrogels for Healthcare and 
Regenerative Medicine Applications: Synthesis, 
Characterization and Performance Assessment”
Advisors: Dr. Pedro Arce & Dr. Robby Sanders 

Josiah Okpanachi Haruna, Engineering #
Dissertation Title: “High Density Symmetrical Two-
Phase Induction Machine Drive”
Advisor: Dr. Joseph Ojo 

Astrit Imeri, Engineering #
Dissertation Title: “Exploration of Tensile and Fracture 
Testing Methodology for Material Extrusion Additively 
Manufactured Specimens”
Advisor: Dr. Christopher Wilson

Sainand Mahadev Jadhav, Engineering #
Dissertation Title: “Wire + ARC Additive 
Manufacturing (WAAM) of Refractory Alloy-Based 
Bimetallic Structures”
Advisor: Dr. Duckbong Kim 

Trevor Joseph Kramer, Engineering 
Dissertation Title: “Effects of SOFC Pressurization 
and Investigation of SOFC Gas Turbine Hybrids for 
Aerospace Applications”
Advisor: Dr. Rory Roberts 

Elmahedi Mahalal, Engineering #
Dissertation Title: “AI-Assisted Physical Layer Security 
in Next Generation Wireless Networks”
Advisor: Dr. Muhammad Ismail 



Tyler Greggory Marcrum, Engineering 
Dissertation Title: “Quasi-Wireless Power Transfer 
Utilizing Quarter Wave Resonators with a Focus in 
Aerospace Robotics”
Advisor: Dr. Charles Van Neste 

M. Rayhan Ahmed Mithu, Engineering #
Dissertation Title: “Incorporating a Knowledge 
Base into Machine Learning Techniques for Forensic 
Analysis of Control Systems”
Advisor: Dr. Mike Rogers 

Umair Ahmad Mughal, Engineering #
Dissertation Title: “AI-Assisted Intrusion Detection 
System for Swarms of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles”
Advisor: Dr. Muhammad Ismail 

Miles C. Nevills, Engineering #
Dissertation Title: “The Fundamental Study of 
Diamond-Based Nanoadditive for the Enhancement 
of Fluid Heat Transfer”
Advisor: Dr. Ethan Languri 

Peter Oluwatosin Oyekola, Engineering #
Dissertation Title: “Enhancing Sensitivity of Indirect 
Electromechanical Impedance Based Non-Destructive 
Evaluation for Part Qualification Using Elastic 
Metamaterial”
Advisor: Dr. Mohan Rao 

Zifei Su, Engineering #
Dissertation Title: “Motion Control and Planning for 
Battery Electric Vehicles”
Advisor: Dr. Pingen Chen 

MASTER'S DEGREES

Merrin Ashleigh Allen, Accountancy #
Kyle Scott Anderson, Business Administration #
Sean B. Anderson, Business Administration #
Samuel Oppong Junior Asare-Duah,

Civil Engineering 
Kaitlyn Asplund, Business Administration 
Coble Baxter Brooks, Accountancy #
Julian Christopher Burkhardt,

Business Administration #
Peyton Michael Calitri, Business Administration 
Ian M. Campbell, Accountancy #
Rebie Fern Campbell, Accountancy 
Mikaela Canterbury, Accountancy #
Cody J. Cantrell, Business Administration #
Chad D. Carney, Mechanical Engineering 
Shushanta Chakraborty, Civil Engineering #
Justin David Condidorio, Business Administration #

Trevor Daniel Condidorio,
Business Administration #

Timothy Logan Crisp, Business Administration 
Caleb Lane Crowell, Accountancy #
Pryce Daniels, Business Administration #
Landon Matthew Davis, Civil Engineering 
Emily May Disbrow, Business Administration #
Rachel Lee-Anna Duncan, Business Administration 
Caleb John Dunlap, Mechanical Engineering 
Eddie Doss Eatherly, Business Administration #
Amr Ahmed Elshazly, Computer Science 
Carole Ann Faircloth, Engineering Management #
Katelyn Olivia Farmer, Business Administration 
Jacob Henry Foster, Mechanical Engineering 
William Marks Franklin,

Engineering Management #
Chloe J. Franklin, Business Administration #
Jacklynn Elizabeth Friesel,

Engineering Management #
Mateo Christopher Gannod, Computer Science #
Joseph N. Hall, Business Administration #
Dylan M. Hazard, Business Administration 
Joseph Hunter Himes, Chemical Engineering #
Bailey Nicole Hooper, Business Administration #
S M Mostaq Hossain, Computer Science #
Douglas Aron Huttes, Chemical Engineering 
Hayden Isaac Pierce Keller, Computer Science 
Zahra Kiakojouri, Accountancy #
Daniel Paul Kimbell, Business Administration 
Deanna Marie King, Business Administration 
Andrew Scott Kloek, Business Administration #
Trevor Joseph Kramer, Mechanical Engineering #
Jacob R. Latham, Computer Science 
Katherine L. Lemon, Accountancy 
Ethan Edward Locke, Business Administration 
Tyler Greggory Marcrum,

Electrical and Computer Engineering #
Hunter Patrick Mathis, Accountancy #
Kelly Stewart McDaniel, Business Administration #
Foress Jackson Meadows II, Civil Engineering 
Lauren P. Murphy, Business Administration #
Sydney M. Murrell, Business Administration #
Mariah Jada Nettles, Accountancy #
Faria Nur, Civil Engineering #
Sydney Brynn O'Hara, Accountancy #



Taiye Godwin Owu,
Electrical and Computer Engineering #

Andrew Philip Pachares, Accountancy #
Noah S. Parsley, Business Administration 
Jeel H. Patel, Accountancy #
Jennifer Kay Peck, Business Administration 
Russell Thomas Perry, Chemical Engineering #
Alison Kate Plunket, Business Administration 
Lauren McKenzie Randall, Accountancy #
Kundan Tushar Rathod, Civil Engineering 
Joshua Reliford, Business Administration #
Daniel Keith Rhoton, Business Administration #
Axel Joaquin Rodriguez, Business Administration 
Sohag Kumar Saha,

Electrical and Computer Engineering 
David A. Schafer, Mechanical Engineering 
Brieana N. Schaff, Business Administration #
Emilee M. Scott, Business Administration 
Caden Matthew Scott, Engineering Management 
Sanjida Akter Sharna, Computer Science 

Ashfak Md Shibli, Computer Science #
Justin Tyler Shilaikis, Accountancy #
Katheryn Alexandrea Smith,

Business Administration 
Simon Heinrich Stark, Business Administration #
Callie Stewart, Computer Science 
Michael James Tidwell,

Electrical and Computer Engineering #
Jennifer M. Toney, Chemical Engineering #
Brianna Shay Turner, Chemical Engineering #
Nancy Ung, Business Administration 
Andrew C. Waggoner, Business Administration #
Aidan R. Wagner, Business Administration 
Benjamin M. Wiggins, Business Administration 
John Caleb Aaron Williams,

Electrical and Computer Engineering #
Kailey M. Wood, Business Administration #
Ereny Samy Younan, Computer Science 
Daniel Jeries Zahr, Business Administration #
Yang Zheng, Electrical and Computer Engineering #



COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 
AND HUMAN ECOLOGY

SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE

Ahmed Bakheet Alkhamali
Leanetta  Anderson
Allison S. Bohannon
Journey B. Cowan#
Jacob R. Debord*
Jessica L. Delong*
Brooke E. Donaldson
Allie S. Faudi**
Chandler B. Fryar*#
Daniel T. Gentry
Landre Grace Griggs
Savannah Rene Gross
Kaylee Jade Hash
Tamara A. Heath***‡
Sophie G. Helton
Casey  Hollis***
Mason W. Jones
Aliyah H. Kingery*
Mckenzie G. Mason*
Brianna N. Metzler
Benjamin T. Painter
Jacob S. Phelps
Victoria  Prichard
Riley S. Putman
Kallie D. Renner**
Charlotte  Simmons***‡
Aspyn J. Terry
Austin  Wattenbarger
Katelyn B. Wattenbarger#
Katie Whited
Alex S. Woodard
Samantha Grace Zahn*

SCHOOL OF HUMAN ECOLOGY

Lucas James Ballard***
Matthew I. Bowling
Morgan E. Braswell
Madison Ann Cowan***
Brooke Nichole Galan#
Peyton A. Harris#
Alyssa N. Herrick**
Caleb E. Johnson**#
Canaan  Jones***
Drake D. Knight#
Shannon Deserra Lee
Leanna Brooke Marcy
Faythe Leaniita Martin*#
Peighton Summer Maynord
James Stanley Medley#
Aly E. Parks**#
Erika Nicole Phillips**#
Nathalie A. Recinos*#
Amaris  Rice#
Chloe R. Richardson#
Jessica M. Scarlett
Grace N. Schrider**#
Chrystopher A. Shaward*#
Kate E. Simpson***
Hailey E. Smith**
Sara Destiny Steets
Cael D. Sumerlin***#
Raegan O. Tjon Sien Kie*#
Andrew D. Whitehead



COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Makenzie C. Allen
Gladys Sarait Ambrocio Hernandez*
Julie Kate Baker#
Tyson M. Baker
Hayden Bell
Riley Palmer Bishop#
Levi C. Borders**
Lauren B. Bowen#
John R. Bragg
Emma G. Breeding
Zoey Suzette Budzilek
Clarice K. Chandler
Jake A. Clark
Alex Clarke
Bridges  Coffey*
Jonathan R. Cope
Makenzie A. Cope***‡
Mallory A. Copeland
Austin B. Cowan*#
Olivia Grace Cravens
Marlee Elizabeth Daniel#
William Michael Davis#
Myles Lake Dawson
Alexis Paige Dean***
Finley B. Denton
Moreen M. Elias
Jaclyn E. England
Macy C. Farley#
Maria G. Figueroa Palacio
Keegan K. Fleming#
Alex Nichole Ford
Kendal  Franks
Maison F. Gargac
Abbey Irene Garland#
Mckenna B. Garren
Jaden T. George**
Noah Wylie Gore
Lauren E. Grimes
Callie Elizabeth Gudino**
Bryn Nicole Gyolai***
Matthew Christopher Hager**
Jonathan David Haas
Dylan L Headrick#
Gavin Taylor Hensley***
Brantley Anne Hollingsworth**#
Yiming  Huang
Colton Holcomb Jeffries*

Sophia Irene Jenkins#
Claude T. Johnson
Faith Tylyn Jolley*†#
Chloe  Judycki
Bryce A. Keyes
Hannah Elizabeth Klemme#
Lauren G. Knox*
Greg W. Ledbetter
Landon Corey Lewis#
Dimitri Matthew Lindsey
Jacob M. Linkous
Brad Christopher Long
Samuel G. Luke
Cade MacLean**
Katherine A. Malone
Justin Gene Martin#
Bradley B. Mcbride
Ethan Lukas McWilliams*
Kendall Brenae Medders#
Michael Scott Mercer
Nicole Mary Meyers**
James T. Miller*#
Rosie A. Morales
Amanda M. Mukai**#
Scott D. Murillo
Daisy Anne Neeley
Amara Chinyere Nwajagu**
Blaise Daniel Ochs
Adam M. Owens***
Landon Gabriel Parrish
Evelyn  Perez Escalante
Paxton Phoenix Clower Powell
Trent Reece Power
Dominic A. Roberts
Caty Roberts#
Nathan A. Roberts*
Jordin Andrew Rosasco
Natalie Paige Russell***
Hope E. Sachs
Joao Victor  Sales Santos**†
Hayley N. Smith
Sophia Noelle Snow#
Heath Edward Snyder
Spencer Riley Sorce
Patrick  Szymaszek
Sony  Uno*
Julia Tait Vaughn



Ethan S. Vogel
Payton Madison Wagner#
Lauryn E. Waldron
Mitchell T. Watson
Maggie G. Weir
Kennedy Anne West#
Aaron L. Wheeley

Skylar R. Williams#
Lorryn Jaide Wilson*#
Madyson Claire Wilson
Sierra B. Windle
Maggie Elizabeth Worley**
Jazmine Wand Yamilkoski#
Darci E. Zeh*



COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
Omar  Abdelsalam#
Alley K. Abram
Abdulrahman Abdullah Aljohani
Fawaz  Alkharaa
Nawaf Ahmed Almalki
Khalid Saad H. Alotaibi#
Abdulrahman Abdullah D. Alrudayan
Nayyaf Furayhan S Alshammari#
Khalifah Yousef K Altamimi#
Hamza  Ansari#
Garrett L. Armstrong**
Reece R. Arnold
Clayton R.Baldwin
Suood R. Bani Shemaili
Alex S. Barker
Omar Ghazi S. Bazuhir
Sarena M. Bemis
Destin Nathaniel Blackwell
Chloe L. Braswell
Justin D. Bronson
Jeb  Brown#
Caden L. Brunsma
Christopher S. Buchanan
Abby Lyn Buettner#
Evan D. Burch***
Jonah L. Burke*
Haley Lynn Burnell*
Matthew W. Burst
Chase A. Carden
Katelyn A. Carpenter
Andrew James Cherry#
Catherine E. Cline
Gracey  Cobble
Luke A. Collins
Jacob James Cooper
Will Robert Cooper
Andrew Wayne Copeland*
Thomas Mitchell Courtney
John W. Cox
Landon T. Crabtree**
Lucas L. Crawford
Spencer  Cupp
Cherish Blake Darnell
Nathan Benjamin Dayton
Zander T. Delk#
Davis Jordan DeLoach***
Joshua A. Demeter*

Ethan C. Dixon
Colby Joe Drake***
Matthew T. Dunford
Eli Dunn
Troy  Dunn
Josh  Egwuatu
Keegan W. Farkas***
Leah M. Faulkner
Dominic Anthony Fosco
Miguel Angel Fuenets Garcia
Nathan D. Fuson
Eddie Patricio Gannod**
Vaughn T. Gavigan
Aidan Gibson
Austin Thomas Gilmer
Jaxon D. Godsey
Gracie Gore***‡
Emily  Graham#
Tyler David Greene
Blake T. Greenlee
Eli  Greer
Daniel Charles Gremillion
Jesse H. Griffey
Ethan C. Griffith
Lacy B. Grinder
Tanyon T. Grooms
Derik  Guevara
Zeppe Giuseppe Guzzi
Jonathan David Haas
Ryland C. Haren
Caleb S. Harman
Derek L. Harper*
Trevor Matthew Harrington
Kallie R. Harris
Dylan C. Hatcher
Brian  Hawkins*#
Garrett B. Hayes*
Maguire Scott Headrick#
Mason M. Heathcott#
Andrew Stephen Hendrickson
Ethan H. Holcomb
Stephen Caden Holmes
Jonathan W. Hooper*
Will Gary Hooper
Ethan P. Horst
Harrison M. Howze
George Michael  Huttick



Marco Shoukry Ibrahim#
Brendan Anthony Jackson***‡
Joeseph K. Jackson
Jonah L. Johnson***
Logan D. Johnson
Ethan  Jones
JT Jones
Kentrae Lamont Jones
Tyler M. Kasuboski**
Tanner Lee Keck
Nathan M. Keel#
Lance A. Kelley
Vadim  Kholodilo
Lucas Ryan Kidd*
Alex B. Kilburn#
Joshua A. LaJuett
Nathan J. Lamb
Ishak  Lamei
Noah A. Lane
Liezl Bermejo Laurel***
Leander  Lewis
Michael David Lilly
Aaron J. Littleton
Michael E. Lumsdaine***
Max Elizabeth Marczak*
Elijah K. Matthews
Nicholas Q. McCloud
Patrick L. McCloud*
Devin  McCracken
TaRessa S. Mckinney
Connor J. Mcwhorter
John A. Mendez#
Savannah L. Metzler
Breanna Leigh Moore*
Cooper R. Moorehead
Adam W. Morrow
Abdoul Majid  Moussa Modi
Caleb A. Neal*
Jonathan R. Neal
Kyle  Nguyen
Alex P. Noack
Brett A. Nordgauer*
Andy Alvarez Nored
Meredith R. Nye
Mac  O'Connor*
Claire  Offutt**
Matthew Peter Ogurkis
Rachael Igbagbogbemi Oke
Sierra N. Osborne#

Connor Lynn Ottinger
Jeremy  Otto
Pierce Parker*
Neal R. Patel*
Axsel H. Pelico-Juanta*
Abe S. Perkins
Jason Anthony Perricone
Jonathan Michael Perry
Rachel Nicole Peters**
Thieddly  Pierre
Carson Trigg Pitts
Woogenscky Dave Placide
Dajawn L. Polk#
Thomas Joseph Poteet**
Gage A. Powell
Alex H. Presley
Richard Arthur Prosser* †
Peterson Peterson Rainey II*
Carson V. Ray
John P. Redman*#
Devon Addison Reichard
Daniel C. Rickert
Kizer Parker Riley
Keston J. Robbins
Cole Robinson
Noah V. Rodriguez
Jerry B. Ross III
Caleb Michael Rozenboom
Joseph K. Sadler
Logan W. Schenk***
Sam H. Schmahl**
Dylan Andrew Scruggs
Colton A. Sellner**
Jacob K. Sensing
Slayde P. Simmons
Samuel A. Sims
Utsav  Singha
Sterling Braxton Sloan
Caleb A. Smith
Brett M. Snoderly*
Jalen  Stayton
Branson K. Stephens*
Aaron J. Stewart
JJ JohnMark Stowell
Seth Robert Stransky
Steven  Sugg#
Brendan M. Sullivan**
Christian Blake Sunday
Lauson P. Tassie



Seth W. Thompson
Noah Jennings Tubbs#
Steven J. Tucker
Kevin Wayne Ulrich**
Allison D Vaughan
Tyler J. Veal
Michael Francis Vonder Haar*
John F. Wagner
Colin R. Wall***
Joel  Wallace**
Allen R. Watson*

Kassie D. Welden-Allbert
Grace White
Nathan J. Whiteaker**
Austin  Williams
Austin G. Williams
Hannah X. Willingham**
Micah E. Willoughby
Simon Max Tyler Winters
Dawson Cole Wright
Andrew David Yager
Peter  Zaref#



COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS
Cate Ashley Biles
Daniel Lloyd Birdwell#
Mercedes J. Chaston**
Zarria N. Clark
Austin H. Eldridge*
Savanna F. Hargis**
Natalie A. Ingle
Chloe E. Johnson**#
Noah V. Lusk*
Kent Michael Mathis

Robert Will Allen Moore**
Becca L. Pielsnik
Kara  Potts***‡
Henry Joseph Sekeres***
Baylee Cheyenne Sinard
Elwyn Darlene Smith
Riley E. Stewart**
Lilith V. Strider
Lila Grace Windsor



THE COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM 
DECEMBER 13, 2024 
2:00 P.M. CEREMONY

Presiding ........................................................................................................... Dr. Philip B. Oldham 
President 

Invocation ..............................................................................................................Dr. Robert Owens 
Senior Executive for Access, Belonging & Community Outreach

National Anthem, "The Star Spangled Banner"  ................ Francis Scott Key, John Stafford Smith 
Performed by Tennessee Tech Music Student Faith Manganaro, 

accompanied by faculty member Joshua Davis

Address to Graduates .......................................................................................... President Oldham

Special Greeting ..........................................................................................................Kelsey Hewitt 
Student Government Association President 

Special Message ............................................................................................. Tyler and Anna Dunn 
Alumni, Accounting 2012 and Psychology 2011

Special Address .............................................................................................................Ashraf Islam 
Alumnus, Civil Engineering 1968

Recognition of Faculty ........................................................................................ President Oldham

Recognition of Graduates’ Families .................................................................... President Oldham

Presentation of Academic Deans ................................................................................Dr. Lori Bruce 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Conferring of Degrees ......................................................................................... President Oldham

“The Tennessee Tech Hymn” ...................................................................................Joan Derryberry 
Performed by Tennessee Tech Music Student Riley Keegan, 

accompanied by faculty member Joshua Davis

Closing Remarks .................................................................................................. President Oldham

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees

College of Graduate Studies ......................................................................... Dean Julie Baker 
College of Arts & Sciences .........................................................................Dean Daren Snider 
College of Education.................................................................................Dean Lisa Zagumny 
College of Interdisciplinary Studies ..........................................................Dean Mike Gotcher 
Whitson-Hester School of Nursing .................................................... Dean Kimberly Hanna



DEGREE CANDIDATES
FALL 2024

Because of circumstances which require that the list of names be furnished to the printer in final 
form approximately seven days prior to Commencement, it is possible that one or more of the 
candidates listed may have been unable to complete all requirements for the degree or may have 
elected voluntarily to register for additional work and to graduate at a subsequent ceremony. The 
change does not necessarily imply that a student has failed nor does it commit the university 
to grant a diploma to a person thus listed in error. Also, students listed with one or more honors 
distinctions are candidates for the honor(s) at the time the program is provided to the printer, 
and may not complete the requirements to be awarded the distinction.

Graduates are grouped by college. Individual names will be called by order seated, not in 
alphabetical order.

COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREES
Gideon Danso Eduah, Exceptional Learning #

Dissertation Title: “Students' Test-Taking Motivation 
and Performance on the Critical Thinking Assessment 
Test”
Advisors: Dr. George Chitiyo & Dr. Ada Haynes 

Mason Andrew Hale, Counseling and Supervision #
Dissertation Title: “Examining the Psychometric 
Properties of the Attachment to God Inventory with a 
12-Step Substance Use Recovery Population”
Advisor: Dr. Tony Michael 

Hayley Elizabeth Johnson, Exceptional Learning 
Dissertation Title: “Evaluation of a Concurrent Feeding 
Mat (CFM) to Treat Food Selectivity: A Single Case 
Analysis”
Advisor: Dr. Krystal Kennedy 

DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE 
DEGREES
Sandra Marie Alexander, Nursing Practice #

Project Title: “Transitions of Care Between the 
Intensive Care Unit and the Operating Room”
Advisor: Dr. Nancy Cameron 

Keelyn Danielle Boles, Nursing Practice #
Project Title: “Implementation of a Diagnostic Tool in 
Rural Adults Presenting with Acute Abdominal Pain”
Advisor: Dr. Mary Fornehed 

Heather Marie Bradford, Nursing Practice #
Project Title: “The Implementation of an Early 
Childhood Literacy Toolkit into Pediatric Primary Care”
Advisor: Dr. Jennifer Mabry 

Chesnie Mae Cox, Nursing Practice #
Project Title: “Implementing a Standardized 
Reporting Process for Boarded Patients in the 
Emergency Department to Mitigate Adverse Events 
and Improve the Patient Experience”
Advisor: Dr. Nancy Cameron 

Carolyn Lea Goodin, Nursing Practice #
Project Title: “Vascular Access Selection in a Rural 
Clinical Setting”
Advisor: Dr. Andrew Donadio 

Madeline Shay Johnson, Nursing Practice #
Project Title: “Implementation of a Pilot HIV Pre-
exposure Prophylaxis Self-Screening Tool”
Advisor: Dr. Barbara Jared 

Ligemie Joseph Jones, Nursing Practice #
Project Title: “Quality Improvement Initiative: 
Educating Healthcare Providers to Implement a 
Short-Term Geriatric Depression Scale in a Primary 
Care Setting”
Advisor: Dr. Teresa Carnevale 

Bobby Wade Tosh, Nursing Practice #
Project Title: “Implementation of a Clinical Opioid 
Withdrawal Scale (COWS) Assessment Tool in an 
Inpatient Setting”
Advisor: Dr. Mary Fornehed 

Rebecca E. Vaughn, Nursing Practice #
Project Title: “Implementing Follow-up Appointment 
Scheduling by the Provider to Improve Adherence 
in Newly Diagnosed Depression Patients: A Quality 
Improvement Project”
Advisor: Dr. Bernita Armstrong 



Cortney Leanne Wolfe, Nursing Practice #
Project Title: “Adolescent Depression Screening in 
Pediatric Primary Care”
Advisor: Dr. Jennifer Mabry 

SPECIALIST IN EDUCATION 
DEGREES

Heather M. Bertram, Curriculum and Instruction #
 Cassandra Nichole Binkley,

Instructional Leadership 
 Cassie Dawn Brown, Curriculum and Instruction 
 Crystal Gail Byrd, Instructional Leadership #
 Austin Lee Cagle, Counseling and Psychology 
 Chasidy Brook Choate, Instructional Leadership 
 Mary Allison Cropper Painter,

Instructional Leadership 
 Jessica Leanne Dillehay,

Curriculum and Instruction #
 Debra Franklin, Curriculum and Instruction 
 Jada Leigh Jenkins, Curriculum and Instruction 
 Meagan R. Kessell, Curriculum and Instruction 
 Holly Nicole Leftwich,

Curriculum and Instruction #
 Brittany Carol McGuire,

Curriculum and Instruction #
 Autezia Sellers, Curriculum and Instruction 
 Angela Trapp, Curriculum and Instruction #
 Brandy Shanee Wallace, Instructional Leadership 
 Starkicia Nicole Washington,

Curriculum and Instruction 
 Dustin Zane Williams, Instructional Leadership 

MASTER'S DEGREES

Eric Amakye Agyei, Chemistry #
Rachel Christine Aidala, Curriculum and Instruction
Travis M. Aikman, Exercise Science,

Physical Education and Wellness
Bolade Racheal Ajibola, Chemistry #
Michael Andrew Allred, Curriculum and Instruction
Noor Ruba Alsharif, Counseling and Psychology #
Jamie Briana Alvis, Curriculum and Instruction
Kalista T. Andersen, Professional Studies #
Brittany Anderson, Curriculum and Instruction
Tamara Jane Ator, Nursing #
Bryson Trent Baker, Instructional Leadership #
Haidee Star Ballew, Nursing
Dorothy Elaine Banks,

Counseling and Psychology #

Mary Grace Elizabeth Brewer, Professional Studies
Jaden Charlissa Brown,

Curriculum and Instruction #
Kristina Lynn Brown, Nursing
Chad Robert Bruckman, Professional Studies
David Ryan Burchfield, Professional Studies
Chelsea Helms Burge, Curriculum and Instruction
Patricia Donice Butler-Reid,

Curriculum and Instruction
Stefanie Kinnaird Byrd,

Counseling and Psychology #
Kelly Brianne Carroll, Curriculum and Instruction #
Kaylee D. Case, Curriculum and Instruction #
Timothy Brad Cavender, Instructional Leadership
Kara Danielle Cavender, Instructional Leadership
Jasmine Tione Cincore, Exercise Science, Physical 
Education and Wellness
Laura Ann Conner, Professional Studies
Earl W. Crabtree, Curriculum and Instruction
Kayla Lynn Crowson, Professional Studies #
Michelle Lynn Daugherty, Professional Studies #
Austin Chase Davey, Nursing
Justin Colby Davis, Nursing
Amanda Nicole DeBord,

Counseling and Psychology #
Ethan B. Duke, Curriculum and Instruction #
Asanka Rathnayaka Duwage, Mathematics#
William B. Dycus, Nursing
Jennifer Leigh Dyer, Counseling and Psychology
Orume Junior Edirin, Chemistry #
Kennedy Ellen Eidenire, Nursing
Elizabeth Dovie Ann Elwood, Nursing
Jacob A. Escue, Curriculum and Instruction #
Marissa Sail Fike, Counseling and Psychology #
Cassandra G. Fink, Biology
Mackenzie E. Garner, Professional Science Master's
Tyler Ellison Gentry, Nursing
Peyton Glenn Gilmore, Curriculum and Instruction
Brittany Gohlke, Curriculum and Instruction
Dana Michelle Guffey, Professional Studies
Malgorzata Klaudia Guigar,

Counseling and Psychology
Bryanah Lynn Hack, Chemistry #
Paul Jerome Hackney, Instructional Leadership
Michael Shane Hall, Curriculum and Instruction
Dani Mara Hamilton, Curriculum and Instruction



Jessica Marie Havican, Curriculum and Instruction
Alana Marie Hicks, Professional Science Master's
Parker Lee Hildreth, Biology #
Kyra Rene Hillis, Curriculum and Instruction #
Jason Wade Hurley, Nursing
Oluwasola Tayo Ifedayo, Chemistry #
Terpase Alex Igbax, Professional Science Master's
Kaley Moriah Jackson, Curriculum and Instruction #
Breanna Leigh Johnson, Curriculum and Instruction
Victor Chukwuebuka Jonathan, Chemistry #
Bethany Jane Jones, Professional Studies #
Kathleen Frances Kelly, Nursing
Emily L. Kerr, Curriculum and Instruction #
Alexis Rane Kinser, Curriculum and Instruction
Tammy Page Knipp, Counseling and Psychology #
Heather J. Koelle, Curriculum and Instruction
Andrea Lynne Kruszka, Professional Studies
Peyton Ashley Kurgan, Curriculum and Instruction
Anthony Leonard, Professional Studies
Ashley Marie Looper, Counseling and Psychology #
Jenna Lucille Lukis, Counseling and Psychology #
Aleshia Marie Madron, Curriculum and Instruction
John David Osamu Manier,

Counseling and Psychology
Xavier Gerard Marshall, Exercise Science,

Physical Education and Wellness #
Elizabeth Claire Mason, Biology
Madison Elizabeth Carter McClellan, Curriculum 
and Instruction
Nadia Mireku, Chemistry #
Karoz Joshuiel Mittagadapa, Professional Science #
Kelli Burton Moore, Nursing
Natasha D. Moseley, Professional Studies #
Braya S. Murphy, Professional Studies
Kara Lyn Nesbitt, Counseling and Psychology #
Michele Lee Niec, Professional Studies #
Joseph Evan Norsworthy,

Counseling and Psychology #
Isabelle Marie Nuta, Nursing
Jennifer Onyinye Nwafor, Professional Science #
Samiat Olabisi Olayiwola, Chemistry
Busola Erenafuagh Olope, Chemistry #
Morgan Eugene Parrott, Professional Studies
Derek C. Parsley, Curriculum and Instruction #

Anjali Sunilkumar Patel, Nursing
Grace A. Peiper, Counseling and Psychology #
Sarah Madison Petty, Counseling and Psychology
Hanna Elizabeth Pevahouse,

Curriculum and Instruction
Tara Jane Polk, Curriculum and Instruction #
Anastasiia Ponomarenko,

Curriculum and Instruction #
Erin C. Poss, Nursing
Jaci K. Qualls, Nursing
Rusiru Prageeth Hemantha Rajapaksha, Chemistry
Kristin Lee Ramsey, Counseling and Psychology #
Christopher Andrew Richard, Professional Studies
Meagan Ricks, Curriculum and Instruction
Nathan Ghazi Rizk, Professional Studies
Hannah Beth Robbins,

Curriculum and Instruction #
Allison Ann Rogers, Nursing
Garrett David Roper, Curriculum and Instruction
Brooke Taylor Schaefer, Nursing
Emma Katelyn Schrider, Chemistry #
Megan Chyvonne Shaw,

Counseling and Psychology #
Carlie Madison Sherlin, Curriculum and Instruction
Parker Riley Smith, Nursing
Trevor Oneal Stephens, Professional Studies
Shelby Logan Stringer, Nursing
Kimberlea R. Strong, Exercise Science
Macie Lynn Sullivan,

Learning Design and Technology #
Trinity Lynn Summons, Curriculum and Instruction
Sarah Marie Terpstra, Professional Science Master's
Tiffany Ann Tollett, Counseling and Psychology #
Christi Michelle Unterstein, Professional Studies #
Vennela Vakapalli, Professional Science #
Luke Aaron Van Bebber, Curriculum and Instruction
Brandy Vanetten, Curriculum and Instruction
Lindsey G. Vanparys, Curriculum and Instruction
Kathryn Wilkins Vesely, Biology #
Jacob Wayne Warwick, Exercise Science
Marcus Scott Whitaker,
Curriculum and Instruction #
Kelli Faye Worley, Professional Studies
Halle Olivia Wright, Instructional Leadership



COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES
Tracy  Allen
Kaylee Elizabeth Anderson**
Joseph Addison Andrews#
Hope R. Austin
Savannah  Bobo*
Alex  Bohannon
Zeth Earin Bolin
Jace Tanner Brantley**
J'Naya Tramae Breedlove
Nick Scott Brewer#
Cassidi J. Brinn*
Jake Adam Brown
Shelby Ann Burke
Erica Isabella Burks
Drew S. Byrum***‡
Lillian Woodson Caldwell
Isaac R. Campbell#
Lyons J. Canino
Emma Dawn Katherine Cantrell
Brittnay Nicole Carlile
Matthew A. Carmichael
Leesha Lou Chaney**
Abby Renée Clagg**
Jayde M. Copeland
Grady D. Cox**
Taylor M. Crabtree*
Ashley Jade Crouch
Gabby L. Crousser
Amanda Faith Crum
Samantha  Cullum#
Ellie C. Cunningham
Dustin D. Daniels**#
Lauren K. Dodson*
Lily G. Dodson
Cheyenne L. Douthitt
Nicole F. Duke***
Rawan Usama Hassan Ahmed Elsayed*#
Jade B. Erickson
Bannon Arthur Evans
Emma D. Farley**
Josh H. Farley
Roxanne Grace Flesher
Alexis  Freeman***
Makayla Renee Fritts*
April  Frizzell
Alexis H. Gaw
Mark T. Ghoul#

Ryan  Griffeth
Alex Eduardo Groundland
John Thomas Grzegorczyk III
Karol Noemi Guerra
Noah James Hale***
Melila Godsey Harp
Samuel Joseph Herrmann
Lisa Nichole Hitch
Isaac  Hollingsworth**#
Katie M. Horst**
Marisa  Hughes
Jake E. Jeffers
Alyssa B. Jones*
Asol S. Jones
Theodora Kai Kline
Chandler T. Knight
Mitchell J. Kovacic
Trudy Bell Langford**#
Aryn F. Larvie**
Joshua Ethan Leach**
Gage L. Lineberry***
Chelsea  Lopez
Emma Kate Lowe***‡†
Samuel L. Loyd
William Riley Mansell#
Robbie Louis Marascia
Taaliyah  McClellan
Logan McCulley
Meredith Diane McDaniel***‡
Amber  Mitchell
Cody  Mofield
Christian Perry Moore#
Eirinn Mckenzie Moore
Seth  Moyers*
Jaden Abigail Mullins
Lila P. Naugle
Bailey R. Nieman
Taylor Nichole Nunley
Travis Donald Odom
Sara A. Parker**
Isaac C. Patrick
Elizabeth D. Paul
Diana M. Popa***‡†
Nash Preston Queener***
Christian Isaiah Ragle**
Dakota R. Randolph
Lindsay G. Randolph**



Anna Caitlyn Riggs**
April P. Riley
Haley Mckay Russell
Maynor E. Sacalxot#
Lisa  Santiago
Trey T. Schulz
Jadyn Christine Shelton
Blake R. Shepherd
Jacob Cody Sherrill
Andrew  Slobig
Logan E. South
Shelby Grace Terry*
Zach Richard Lee Titus
Michael Huu Tran**

Haley  Van Huis*#
Sierra Jayde Vandermark**#
E Kristian Vigil*
Kelsey N. Warren
Lydia R. Warren
Matt M. West#
Daphni Renee-Laverne Wetzlich-Engle#
Katherine E. Wieczorek***†
Dayjah Jeffonte Wilcutt*
Lily Madison Wildman
Clayton E. Wilmore***
Kimberly Hinami Wooll
Austin Hank Worthy
Ashley R. Yoder



COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
James I. Allen
Katie L. Ashburn
Alexis Grace Atnip
Shelby L. Beasley***
Eli Gregory Bennett
Ashley A. Bergman*
Stone Allen Boston
Emily G. Breeding
Jessica I. Brindos
Alexis V. Brock
Camille Redmon Brown
Chloe P. Burton***†
Anne A. Caldwell**
Kennady L. Campbell***
Ashlynn B. Cantrell
Coty R. Cantrell
Aliyah J. Chambers**
Kanyon L. Coffman
Sydnee E. Collins
Noel Combs***
Kyla B. Copeland**
Sophia  Crips***‡
Ericka Dayelee Dawson**
Macy Olivia Delon**#
Daniel  Dever***
Katie  Donnolly
Clarece J. Dunn**
Zach D. Dyer
Jake Robert Edwards
Maci E. Eilers**
Rebecca J. Everett**
Cheyenne Frazier
Dylan Jay George
Jalie E. Gilmer
Cameron  Grooms
Dakota C. Hasting
Suzanna C. Hayes
Alyssa Brianna Haynes
Zoye R. Henry
Iain B. Heuer***
Wesley A. Hicks***
Chloe A. Hillis**
Aubrey A. Hollars
Darcy Blair Holloway**
Dominic Deshawn Howard#
Josiah W. Jackson*
Jacob Lee Johnson

Jordan Whitlee Key***
Patrick S. Lair
Eli Noah Langford***‡
Morgan K. Lanham***
Sarah M. Laster
Kaylee G. Laycock*#
Madisynne Lorena Ledbetter**
Natalie D. Leonard*
Zack A. Logsdon**
Shannon L. Long***
Fabian  Lopez-Camarena
Xavier A. Lowe
Brady L. Luttrell**
Reece A. Marcum*
William D. Mayfield*
Karis J. Mcafee
Donoven M. Mccallister
Macey Isabelle Miller
Hope Mitchell
Eleanor Elizabeth Montandon
Allison Munoz
Lily Elizabeth Nabors**
Bailey E. Nash*
Brian N. Nelms
Melody F. Newman
Madison G. O'Neal*
Drew David Patterson
Hayden Jones Pettit
Taylor M. Phann
Victoria A. Presley*
Brooks A. Pugh*
Zachary Chase Qualls
Selena M. Rangel#
Abbygail F. Reagan
Madyson K. Rich
Ashlyn Grace Riggs#
Amelia Jean Rigsby**
Corrina Danielle Sanns
Ellie O. Savage**
Scarce R. Scarce**
Elijah  Shadow#
Mary-Alice Elizabeth Shavers***
Anthony J. Shin
Abby F. Shoulders#
Jess M. Silverman**
Anevae Jessalyn Smith*
Cayden E. Smith**



Christina N. Smith
Lennon Corene Spicer
Sarah G. Stansell***
Bryson Daniel Stiles
Deana M. Suttle
Jared L. Thomas
Carrie M. Tiebout
Abagail Paige Tjaarda***‡

Jaclyn Michelle Upchurch
Gavin T. West*
Macy R. Wheeler
Hailey N. Woodard*
Shani M. Woodlee**
Carter N. Young
Evan Matthew Zecco



COLLEGE OF INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Jordan  Atkins**
Khloe A. Baker
Brandy Ann Belicek**
Lindsey Anne Black**
Riley E. Blair**#
Hannah  Blizzard
Leah M. Brandon
Allison  Brendel***
Kenzey B. Brown
Hannah Nicole Caldwell#
Cole M. Carbonaro#
Miles James Cooney*#
Knox  Crichton#
Hunter Dawn Davis
Diana Kathleen Denemark***
JD  Dixon
Kellen K. Dodd
Michael  Donegan
Jyi  Edwards
Cayden Dwayne Fair
Ashlynn-Kaye P. Fajt*
Hunter W. Fann
Darren Jay Ford*
Logan D. Fraley
Penny Nicole Greene
William Christopher Guynn
James  Hatcher
Jordan H. Hinshaw#
Haley D. Houston
Erin  Huelskamp
London E. Ivie
Adisyn K. Judkins***
Bradley E. Keathley
Abigail Kathleen Kelley**

Kaylee S. Knoernschild
Mantis Kirby Lane*
Ryan  Lee#
Jaiden Spencer Lee-Brinkman#
Jackson Mckay Linn
Betty A. Martin
Alyssa J. Matthews#
Emmaleah F. Mayer
Christina M. McNamara**
Casey Nicole Mullinix
Traci D. Netherton#
Zoe M. Penn
Reece  Perkins**
Kelsi LeAnne Petty
Isabella Marie Powell
Elaine  Priest
Tyler R. Rich*
Ginger Marie Roath
Rahab Chepkorir Sawe
Sam Shumpert*
Lanie E. Siedentop
Katlyn Elizabeth Snyder
Zachary Lee Stambaugh
Erika  Thornton
Lawson N. Tidwell
Daniel A. Tignor
Megan M. Tillis***
Holly H. Wagner#
Payton Madison Wagner#
Apple  Walker Garcia*
John Bailey West#
Jackson Thomas Wood
Jordan  Yates



WHITSON-HESTER SCHOOL OF NURSING
Kaitlyn E. Alcorta
Elizabeth G. Anderson***
Madyson Faith Baranowski#
Bradley  Barker**
Olivia Rose Bentley
Frank  Bianco#
Sloane I. Burgess
Ashley D. Burke
Ethan K. Burnett
Emma Grace Cantrell*#
Erica F. Cantrell*
Carolyn N. Ciotti*#
Becky D. Claywell**
Kayla A. Clifton
Emily Catherine Conatser
Austin Tyler Couts
Brady Crawford
Kendra MaKaya Lynn Cross
Rachel Lyn Crowe
Mary Curtis Crye
Huyen Thu Dam**#
Aidan  Davis*
Caleb C. Ealey
Hope Victoria Emricson**
Emma Salone Farley
Brooke M. Farmer
Sarah Rebecca Galbreath#
Aubrey Gillmann
Merai M. Girgis
Lizzy G. Guinn**#
Asha N. Gunn#
Lexi  Hall
Ciara Faith Hannah
Jessie Grace Hill**

Naomi L. Hopper
Tavis Brooke Imsand*
Lillie M. Johnson
Maggie E. Kirby
Susannah  Langford**
Jenna Elizabeth Law**
Rebecca A. Lee
Lindy  Livesay#
Isaac Jeffrey McGinn**#
Ashley Nicole Myles
Madalyn M. Owens
Tori C. Padgett
Disha  Patel
Pranav Kamlesh Patel
Kendra M. Qualls
Zackery Andrew Quarles
Melody  Ramsey
Peyton Alexis Roach
Kacy Elizabeth Sanderson
Justin J. Simons#
Elijah B. Smith#
Megan B. Sorrow
Jack M. Sparkman
Delaney Katharine Talbert
Collin S. Trent*
Jada  Turner
Jaelyn B. Watson***
Kiyanna R'e West*#
Hayden L. Western
Adam  Whitley#
Ellie H. Williams**#
Morgan  Woods
Kevin R. Zahakaylo



COMMENCEMENT HONORS 
FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREE RECIPIENTS

*cum laude     3.5 to 3.69 grade point average
**magna cum laude   3.7 to 3.89 grade point average
***summa cum laude   3.9 to 4.00 grade point average
‡ W. A. Howard Award   4.00 grade point average
† in cursu honorum                 22 hours of honors courses 
     and a 3.5 or > grade point average

                                 
Candidates are recognized in this program if their grades qualified them for honors at the time this listing was prepared for the 
printers. All who anticipate graduating with honors will be recognized during the ceremony and the final honor achieved will be 
recorded on their diploma and on their academic transcript.

# Student who graduated previously or anticipates graduating at a later ceremony. 

AWARDS AND HONORS

MILITARY GRADUATES
Lyons J. Canino
Thomas M. Courtney
Herbert S. Cupp
Michael E. Lumsdaine
Brian N. Nelms
Jason A. Perricone
Kassie D. Welden-Albert

OMICRON DELTA KAPPA
Miguel Fuentes Garcia
Jessie Hill
Michele Niec 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

MACEBEARER
Dr. Francis Otuonye
Retired Associate Vice President for Research and Graduate Studies 
Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Emeritus

NATIONAL ANTHEM, "THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER" 
Performed by Tennessee Tech Music Student Faith Manganaro, 
accompanied by faculty member Joshua Davis

“THE TENNESSEE TECH HYMN” 
Performed by Tennessee Tech Music Student Riley Keegan, 
accompanied by faculty member Joshua Davis

MUSIC 
Performed by the Brass Arts Quintet

Dr. Scott Hagarty, Trumpet
Mr. Chris McCormick, Trumpet
Dr. Justin Stanley, Horn
Dr. Joshua Hauser, Trombone
Dr. Preston Light, Tuba

CANDIDATE READERS 
Dr. Ahmed Abounassif,
College of Engineering, Clay N. Hixson Student Success Center

Philip Gibbons,
Radio Personality and Broadcaster

Bob Luna,
Tennessee Tech Alumnus, 1982 Speech

TENNESSEE TECH FACULTY, STAFF AND STUDENTS, INCLUDING: 
Chartwell's
HES Custodial Services
President's Ambassadors
Putnam County Emergency Management Services
The Office of Communications & Marketing
Tennessee Tech Athletics
Tennessee Tech Facilities
University Police



EMERITI FACULTY

Tennessee Technological University is honored to recognize these individuals who made enduring 
contributions to the university during their years of service on the faculty.

Rafal Ablamowicz
Marvin G. Adkins
Suellen Alfred
Joseph N. Anderson
Hollings T Andrews
Jack M. Armistead
Sakir Ayik
Carolyn Sue Bailey
SK Ballal
Thurston E. Banks
Bonita Barger
Marvin W. Barker
Robert R. Bell
Sharon G.  Berk
Phillip Bettoli
Joseph  Biernacki
Martha Sue H. Bonner
Howard K. Brahmstedt
Janice Branson
Robert C. Briggs
Marilyn Brinker
Curtiss Brock
Evelyn Brown
Marilyn Bruckman
Chris Buchanan
Frank J. Bulow
Karen Burdette
Margaret Burnham
George F.  Burns
Rafael B. Bustamante
Ben L Byler
Phillip C Campana
Graham Campbell
Rodney L. Carlson
Peggy Cho
Pritindra Chowdhuri
Robert Coogan
Frances Crawford
David Crouse
Orville L. Crowell
Glenn Cunningham
Gregory Danner
Corinne Darvennes
Helen R. Deese
Ratna Deivanayagam
Nicholas G. Demas
Edmond D. Dixon
Ward Doubet
Earline Elkins
Susan Elkins
Francis E. Elliott

Dale D. Ensor
Wade Faw
Barbara Fenlon
Gilbert G. Fernandez
Linda Ferreira
Mary Rhonda Folio
Crystal Fort
Darlene A. Franklin
Jennifer Furtsch
Dennis George
Sidney G Gilbreath, III
Robert J. Glinski
Larry K. Goolsby
John A. Gordon
Susan Gore
Susan H. Goss
Bruce Greene
Edwin I. Griggs
Thor Guimaraes
Roger  L.  Haggard
Sang Han
Caroline Harris
John Harwood
Ruth Ann Henry
Joseph Hermann
Joyce Hickman
Mary Higdon
Cathy Hix
Walter "Kelly" Hood
J. Richard Houghton
David  Hume
Ken Hunter
Steve Idem
Barbara Jackson
Elouise Jackson
Robert E. Jager
Wanda L. Jared
Robert "Wayne" Johnson
Jon Jonakin
Pat Jordan
Frederick Kennedy
Clayton P. Kerr
Wali Kharif
Stephen Khleif
Kenneth  E. Kintz
Larry Knox
Martha  Kosa
Katie Kumar
Arthur T. LaBar
Edwin E. Lamberth
David Larimore

James  Layzer
Wayne Leimer
Linda Lerner
Roger E. Lessman
Leland L. Long
Sara  G.  Lynn
Henry W. Mannle
Jeffrey Marquis
Bettye Martin
Roger Martin
Marketta Maxwell
Gloria McGee
John C. McGee
Murdo William McRae
Tu-anh Mills
Jeremiah L.  Mitchum
Eric L.  Morgan
R. Winston Morris
Lizabeth Mullens
Sastry  Munukutla
Jenny Narrie
Ramachandran Natarajan
Sundaram "Nat" Natarajan
Jerome L.  Neapolitan
Anne Neufeldt
Jessica Oswalt
Francis Otuonye
Carl Owens
Mary Padget
Bobby  T. Parham
S. A.  Patil
Allene Peach
John Peddieson
Elaine Pegram
Margaret S.  Phelps
Virginia Phillips
Wenzel Pitelka
Homer M. Powell
Nancy Purdy
P. K. Rajan
Donald C. Ramsey
Patrick Reagan
Jeffrey W. Riemer
Thomas Roberts
Betty D. Roe
Michael E. Rohr
Elizabeth Rose
Claire B. Saint-Leon
Anna Savage
Joseph T. Scardina
William C. Schrader

Arun Sekar
Annie Selden
Paul Semmes
Joseph D. Sharpe
Juanita Shettlesworth
John Shriner
Ambareen Siraj
Harry T. Smith
James Smith
Dallas Smith, Jr.
Julia Smoak
Gretta G. Stanger
Frank W. Stapor
Gail W. Stearman
Stephen J. Stedman
Barry Stein
Mark Stephens
Paul G. Stephenson
Holly Stretz
Ann Stubblefield
Melinda Swafford
William B. Swim
George M. Swisher
Linda Sykes
Andrew C. Thomas
Carolyn Thomas
Dewey  Thurman
Marvin  Tidwell
R. Noel Tolbert
Rebecca P. Tolbert
Barbara Tolleson
Jane Turvaville
Carol Ventura
Virginia "Carroll" M. Viera
Jennette Volpe
Catherine Walden
George Webb
Heidemarie Z. Weidner
Donald Weinrauch
Martha J.M. Wells 
John C. Wells, Jr.
Stuart Wells
Larry H. Whittaker
Sharon Whitney
Carolyn Whitson
Albert E. Wilhelm
Dale Wilson
Cindy Winfree
David Yarbrough



A SPECIAL THANK YOU to Gunnels Florist, which provided the 
plants and flowers for today’s graduation ceremony. Gunnels Florist has 
been proudly serving the Cookeville area since 1953 and is committed to 
offering only the finest floral arrangements and gifts, backed by service 

that is friendly and prompt.

Contact Us
104 N. Washington Ave., Cookeville, TN 38501

(931) 526-7149
gunnelsfloristweddings@yahoo.com

www.gunnelsfloristinc.com

FLORIST

established 1953



LIVE VIDEO STREAMING
 Live video streaming will be available www.tntech.edu.

PHOTOGRAPHS
 GradImages® is the official photographer at your graduation ceremony. Your photos 
will soon be available to view and order by visiting our website at www.gradimages.com.

Simply enter your Last Name, your School Name: School and select 2024 from the dropdown 
menu. Once you see your name, click on the link to view your photos.  If you need additional 
help to locate your photos, call our customer service department at 800-261-2576 or email 
us at giservice@gradimages.net. 

Our photographers are capturing the 
close ups of your grad's big achievement.



PRES297-PRNT-25

The Tennessee Tech Hymn

words and music by
Mrs. EVERETT DERRYBERRY

44
44

44
44

me.      Oh   Al - ma    Ma - ter  Ten-nes-see    Tech,  God   pros-per    thee.    
 ty.       Oh   Al - ma    Ma - ter  Ten-nes-see    Tech,  God   pros-per    thee.

down;    And  stead - fast    may    I      cher - ish  what  thou   hast    giv’n to
won;__ We   pledge   thee    faith - ful   ser - vice,  our   love   and    loy  -  al -

brown.   On  halls    se - rene   and   camp - us  green  the  smok - y   hills   look
sun.      We  proud - ly  wear  these    col - ors   fair      un  -  til   our  goal     is

The   qui   -  et   hills    stand    stead  -  fast   round  walls      of    rus - set
Deep  pur - ple  stand     the       moun-tains    and       gold - en     sets   the


